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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, June 1, 2015 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, June 1, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, at 
1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  The meeting was opened with The Pledge of 
Allegiance. Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members Matt Casey, Dan 
Sebben, Camille Greenwald, Megan Moylan, Ed Notter and Reginald Finney.  Rob 
Jacknewitz and Rick Vilcek were necessarily absent. Also present were Amy 
Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

PUBLIC HEARING NO. 1 

Bill No. 5440 

Chapter 405 Zoning Regulations Change; Sec. 405.470 

Transferability of Conditional Use Permits 

 
Mayor Beck called to order a Public Hearing to hear public comment on a Zoning 
change regarding transferability of Conditional Use Permits. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that Staff has recommended that when we have the exact same 
use of a business; i.e. no changes or issues, and agreement to conditions, that 
transferability of the Conditional Use Permit could be allowed.  Ms. Hamilton stated 
that the Plan and Zoning Commission approved the zoning change at their meeting 
May 21. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that the business would still have to have the inspections and 
agree to conditions and would make it much simpler to transfer the Conditional Use 
Permit rather than have them apply for a new one. 
 
With no further questions or comments from the audience at 7:34 p.m., Mayor Beck 
declared Public Hearing No. 1, closed. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NO. 2 

 

Bill No. 5441 

Chapter 405 Zoning Regulations Change; Sec. 405.280 

Sets new front and back yard permeable landscaping 

and parking guidelines. 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated our existing standard for existing residential landscaping was not 
in line with the existing infill housing standard. The  proposed change was presented 
at the Plan and Zoning Commission on May 21 to allow a zoning change which 
would affect the front/back yard landscape requirements.  
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Ms. Hamilton stated Staff recommendation was to bring the existing residential 
standard to the level of the infill standard (40%) and the P & Z Commission 
recommendations was is a bit more restrictive than recommended. 
 
Mayor Beck asked if there were any comments or discussion on this issue. 
 
Paul Lore-7712 Lile Avenue-spoke in favor of a change to the zoning regulations as 
approved by the Plan and Zoning Commission on May 21. Mr. Lore distributed photo 
examples of existing front yard residences that have recently undergone some front 
yard paving to allow for extra driveway parking in front of their residences.  Mr. Lore 
declared the changes, while in Code compliance, displayed a lack of aesthetic beauty 
and detracts from neighborhood and at the cost of convenience, destroys the 
ambiance of the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Lore stated the current standard of 25% permeable surface allowance is too little 
and while the current Bill up for consideration changing that standard to 40% is a step 
in the right direction, he feels it is inadequate and endorses the 55% regulation of 
front yard green space to be the standard as recommended by the Plan & Zoning 
Commission at their recent meeting.  Mr. Lore was adamant that the paving over front 
lawns drives property values down and can spread throughout the City.  Mr. Lore 
stated that with the new curb cuts on properties who pave their front yard areas 
actually lose a curb parking spot by doing so. 
 
Mr. Lore he had presented his opinion at the Plan & Zoning Commission and they 
unanimously voted to endorse the change in zoning regulations to 55% rather than the 
40% upgrade as suggested by Staff.  Mr. Lore asked that the Council consider the 
Plan & Zoning Commission’s consideration on this matter.  Mr. Lore advocated 
paving area in the back yard if they wish more parking. 
 
Mr. Notter stated he did not agree the curb changes cost parking spot on the street and 
also stated that parking in your driveway in front of your house is probably the norm 
for almost 90% of homes on his block.    
 
Mr. Casey asked if Mr. Lore’s example of newly paved front yard used City’s tree 
lawn area to make their new driveway apron and how did they get permission to pave 
over the city’s ROW? 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated yes, the homeowner did get a permit to cut through tree lawn 
area, but that area is still City ROW.  Ms. Hamilton stated you still have to pull a 
permit even if a driveway is redone and is done appropriately to keep the right of way 
safe.  
 
Mr. Lore asked if this tree lawn area is supposed to be green space.  
 
Ms. Hamilton stated it is still City right of way; as long as they do it properly, green, 
permeable space or pavement, it is allowable. 
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Ms. Greenwald asked if Plan & Zoning actually voted on the issue. 
 
Mr. Lore stated P & Z did vote and approved the change to suggest a 55% permeable 
space.  Mr. Lore also stated P & Z had also discussed the fact that in-fill housing 
builders can apply for a variance if needed due to size of lots. 
 
Mayor Beck also stated that the Council voted in previous legislation to allow the 
below house garage. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he wasn’t sure the 55% change was wise; perhaps too generous an 
amount which on some lots, does not leave the homeowner able to do anything if in a 
situation to need more parking spaces, but perhaps could be remedied by asking for a 
variance. 
 
Mayor Beck also stated the newer Arlington in-fill homes look good with impervious 
cover as an example; curved drive, stamped dyed concrete – 4 look good out of the 5 
with the 40% allowable permeable space. 
 
Mayor Beck stated Staff recommends the zoning change to reflect the same as in-fill 
housing requirements; 40% which is total area in front of house which includes the 
porch.   
 
Mr. Notter stated he has a lot of flats and duplexes in his District and doesn’t think 
this is a current problem, but parking in front of homes might be typical of his 
District; he stated his driveway is in front of his house so he parks in front of his 
house.  Mr. Notter stated he would ask others in his neighborhood about the proposed 
regulations. 
 
Ms. Moylan stated she doesn’t see quite the same picture as Mr. Notter and does not 
think there are that many in-front-of house driveways. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the recommendation from Staff and the Bill on tonight’s agenda 
reflects that recommendation; 40% of green space to match the infill housing 
requirements, whereas the Plan & Zoning Commission is asking Council to consider 
55%.  Mayor Beck stated we will have the first reading of Bill No. 5441 and use the 
time before next meeting to consider the public comments and whether to amend the 
Bill to the 55%. 
 
Tim Day -1215 Sunset-stated that he did not feel a “pad” in front yard looks 
aesthetically good and if there was space in back yard, that area should be used for 
the parking.  Mr. Day stated that a 55% regulation would probably require those 
wishing a smaller green space area would have to go to Board of Adjustment for a 
variance to meet their situation.  Mr. Day stated that if the homeowner has the 
capability for a driveway that flows to rear yard, they should not have the capability 
for a “pad”. 
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*Andrew Franke-7551 Warner (Citizen’s Comments No. 2 on this topic)-stated 
he was in favor of amending Bill 5441 from 40% permeable surface on front yards to 
55% as endorsed by the Plan & Zoning Commission.  Mr. Franke stated he felt that 
was the right decision to make and would improve looks of the neighborhood. 
With no further comments or questions, at approximately 8:05 p.m., Mayor Beck 
declared the Public Hearing on Bill No. 5441 closed.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING NO. 3 
 
Bill No. 5442 

FY Budget 2015-2016 

 
At 8:05 p.m., Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to order to allow comment on the 
City's proposed Fiscal Year Budget for 2015-2016.   
 
City Manager Amy Hamilton gave an overview presentation of the proposed Fiscal 
Year Budget for the City for 2015-2016 beginning on July 1. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the Council had participated in a Budget Workshop in May and 
noted some changes have come in since that time and Staff has been refining the 
budget information for presentation tonight. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the receipts have been coming in at a very positive manner and 
we have made some increased revenue projections.  The FY 2015-2016 proposed 
budget reflects these increases.  Ms. Hamilton stated the LAGERS (employee pension 
fund) rate has decreased from 8.1 to 5.8 which means another savings of $70,000 
which will be broken out in the three main funds.  Also, the OCM department has 
restructured; the Public Relations Coordinator will not be replaced as Ms. Kappes has 
resigned and this adds about another $50,000 back to the OCM budget. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated we have some new retailers coming into the City in the 2015-16 
FY and hopefully will have positive affect to our fund levels along with increased 
business license revenue.  Ms. Hamilton stated the City plans to sell the city property 
at Dale and Hanley by March of 2016 along with a small home on Banneker which 
both will contribute to the positive revenue side. Ms. Hamilton stated the Budget 
Summary shows a 6% growth in Sales Tax Revenues. 
 
In her summary, Ms. Hamilton noted there will be a 3% salary increase for employees 
across the board.  Besides the Public Works Building project, there are two major 
grant projects which are the Wise Avenue street project and the AB Green Pavilion 
improvement. The COP’s should be paid off in 2017 so you will see Parks & 
Recreation & capital improvements fund will trend upward. 
 
The energy efficient project with CTS Project performed in 2013 is exceeding energy 
savings projections.  The Sewer Lateral Fee was increased by voter approval to 39 
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cents with authority to raise to 50 cents if needed.  The Council has been hearing 
information on the Use Tax issue, which is a 1.5% sales tax on out of state purchases 
not covered by sales tax of $2500 that could bring in additional revenue if initiated.  
Ms. Hamilton stated there is discussion on a Solid Waste Property Tax as well. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the proposed budget continues the City’s ability to provide 
quality services to the constituents of Richmond Heights. The City’s Funds are 
balanced and hold current reserve levels at or above the City’s reserve minimum of 
25% with our goal at 33%.  Ms. Hamilton stated the projected reserve levels are 
General Fund at end of 2016 FY is 57%, Parks & Recreation at 27% and Capital 
Improvements Fund at 63%-64%. 
 
At 8:13 p.m. with no further questions or comments, Mayor Beck declared the Public 
Hearing, closed. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

 
At approximately 8:14 p.m., Mayor Beck opened the Regular Meeting.  All Council 
Members were present with exception of Councilmembers Vilcek and Jacknewitz. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Mayor Beck reminded everyone about the “Party on the Pavement” celebration held 
at The Heights on Friday, June 5 and Saturday June 6.  Mayor Beck mentioned the 
event would feature bands, carnival rides, games, and an art fair.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated Collins Avenue would become one way southbound on June 4 
after rush hour in the morning. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Approval of AmCon Municipal Concrete Contract 

Concrete Slab Replacement 

 
Ms. Hamitlon stated Staff had received the bids for the concrete slab work with 
lowest bidder being AmCon Municipal Concrete Company which will include 
additional work on Galleria Parkway.  Work will begin after July 1. 
 
Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to direct the Mayor to execute 
a contract with Amcom Municipal Concrete to perform concrete slab replacement.  
Carried unanimously. 
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PiperJaffray 

Financial Advisor Services 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City could benefit by refinancing the Francis Place TIF 
Bonds with rates currently lower than when we did the project in 2005. Staff would 
like Michelle Boch of PiperJaffray, the City’s financial advisor, to help work with us 
on deciding where to choose a refinancing mechanism, public investor or perhaps 
even with a private bank since we are down around $11m in debt.  Before we get into 
the analysis we need to engage a financial advisor. 
 
Mr. Casey asked if PiperJaffray is our financial advisor or could we get better rates if 
we shop around for these services. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated they will work with us but not be the actual underwriter.  Ms. 
Hamilton stated the City has had a relationship with PiperJaffray, but by being a 
financial advisor, they cannot be the underwriter.  They would assist us in shopping 
and give their recommendations.  Their letter of engagement explained their fees 
based on the transaction rates.    
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the expense is around $5.00 for every $1000.00 of the deal based 
on the transaction.  
 
Mr. Casey asked if we should get other rates, possibly securing a better rate. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that firms often want to do both services, advising and 
underwriting, but Piper is comfortable only doing just the financial advising,  
 
Mayor Beck stated that perhaps Staff could investigate what other firms may charge 
and if PiperJaffray’s fees are standard which is probably the case. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated Staff can explore other service providers that will just take the 
small fee and not the underwriting services to compare apples to apples.  We can 
hope the current rate stays favorable or go down while we do this.  Staff feels Piper is 
probably on the low side, but we will check. 
 
C.U.P. No. 2015-07 

Weber Grill Restaurant 

1147 Saint Louis Galleria 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated Petition No. 2015-07 for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a 
restaurant at 1147 Saint Louis Galleria had been received and approved with 
conditions by the Plan and Zoning Commission on May 21.  Ms. Hamilton asked if 
the Council wished to the C.U.P. up for review or let the approval stand. 
 
Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, approval of C.U.P. No. 2015-07 for the 
Weber Grill Restaurant.  Carried unanimously. 
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C.U.P. No. 2015-08 

Residence Inn-8011 Galleria Parkway 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated Petition No. 2015-08 for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
Residence Inn at 8011 Galleria Parkway requests authority to sell wine and beer only 
to Residence Inn patrons and guests.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan & Zoning 
Commission had approved the Petition on May 21.  Ms. Hamilton asked if the 
Council wished to approve the C.U.P. with conditions or call the Petition up for 
review. 
 
Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, approval of C.U.P. No. 2015-08 for 
Residence Inn to permit sale of beer and wine to Inn patrons and guests.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 

Liquor License 

Residence Inn-8011 Galleria Parkway 

 
Ms. Hamilton asked the Council if they wished to approve the liquor license 
application for the Residence Inn; to sell beer and wine only at the Front Desk station.   
 
Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to approve the application for 
a liquor license at the Residence Inn-8011 Galleria Parkway.  Carried unanimously. 

 
Renewal Annual Liquor Licenses 

 
Ms. Hamilton asked the Council if they wished to approve the annual applications for 
City liquor licenses. 
 
Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to approve the annual liquor 
license applications as submitted.  Carried unanimously. 
 

Nordstrom Café Bistro Liquor License 

 
Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to approve the application for the 
Nordstrom Café Bistro liquor license as they are under new management.  
 
Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for approval of the liquor 
license for the Nordstrom Café Bistro.  Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 
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None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5440; first reading 

Amends Cha. 405, Zoning Regulations: 

Sec. 405.470 Transferability; to allow transfer of 

Conditional Use Permit to another applicant when use 

is substantially the same as initial proposed use. 

 
Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5440.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5440 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 
405, ZONING REGULATIONS: ARTICLE X; CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS,  
SECTION 405.470 TRANSFERABILITY, TO ALLOW TRANSFER OF 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ANOTHER APPLICANT WHEN USE IS 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME AS INITIAL PROPOSED USE FOR THE 
PROPERTY.  
 
Bill No. 5440 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 
Bill No. 5441; first reading 

Amends Cha. 405; Zoning Regulations; Sec. 405.480,  

Accessory Uses B & D, setting new rear and front yard 

permeable and surface landscaping guidelines. 

 
Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5441. Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5441 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, CHAPTER 405 ZONING 
REGULATIONS; ARTICLE V, SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS; 
SECTION 405.280 ACCESSORY USES; BY DELETING SUBSECTION “B.2.a.”, 
ADDING NEW “a”, AND FURTHER ADDING ITEM NUMBER ‘9’ TO SECTION 
405.280.D; SETTING NEW REAR AND FRONT YARD PERMEABLE SURFACE 
AND LANDSCAPING GUIDELINES. 
 
Bill No. 5441 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 
Bill No. 5442; first reading 

Adopts proposed budget for the 

Fiscal Year 2015-2016. 
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Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5442.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5442 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET OF ANTICIPATED CASH REVENUE 
AND CASH DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE GENERAL FUND, FIRE AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FUND, RECREATION/STORMWATER FUND, 
PARC-MAPLEWOOD POOL FUND, POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICE & 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER/PACT FUND, POLICE DEPARTMENT FEDERAL 
FORFEITURE FUND, COURT COSTS TRAINING FUND, PUBLIC DEFENDER 
FUND, BIOMETRIC INMATE SECURITY FUND, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
FUND, REVOLVING EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT FUNDS, PROJECT 
FINANCING FUNDS, SPECIAL OBLIGATION & BUILD AMERICA SPECIAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS FUND, CTS PROJECT FUND, TAX INCREMENT 
FINANCING FUNDS, LATERAL SEWER REPAIR FUND, AND MANHASSETT 
VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (NID) FUND OF THE 
CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2016; APPROPRIATING THE AMOUNTS SET OUT FOR 
EACH ITEM OF GENERAL OPERATIONS, PROVIDING FOR THE PLANNING 
OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURES AND MAJOR PROJECTS, AND REPEALING 
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT OR IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH.  
 
Bill No. 5442 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

See Public Hearing No. 2 Discussion. (Andrew Franke) 

 

Closed Session 

 
At approximately 8:35 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to 
hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 
(1), (2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to 
discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 
governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 
public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys,  and leasing 
purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 
knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, 
hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body 
and documents related to a negotiated contract.  AYES:  Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Finney, 
Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. Sebben and Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. 
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Mayor Beck stated the Council would adjourn to closed session. 
 
At approximately 8:34 p.m., Council returned to open session. 
 
Adjournment 

 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:05 p.m., Mr. 
Finney moved, Mr. Casey seconded,  a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
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